
PIG FARMING 
 

Pigs convert inedible feeds, forages, certain grain byproducts obtained from mills, meat by 

products, damaged feeds and garbage into valuable nutritious meat. Most of these feeds 

are either not edible or not very palatable to human beings 

Pig grows fast and is a prolific breeder, farrowing 10 to 12 piglets at a time. It is capable of 

producing two litters per year under optimal  management conditions 

The carcass return is quite high ie. 60-80 percent of live body weight 

With a small investment on building and equipment, proper feeding and sound disease 

control programme the farmer can profitably utilize his time and labour in this subsidiary 

occupation 

The faeces of pigs is used as a manure to maintain soil fertility. 

Beneficiary 

Small and landless farmers 

Part time earning for educated youth having agriculture as occupation 

uneducated youth 

Farm women 

The indigenous pig has been the basis used for pig production for a long 

period of time. It is small in size. Improved breeds are now being used 

for grading up the form the basis for pig production in the rural areas. 

The imported pig breeds reared  in India  are as follows : 

Large white Yorkshire 
 
Landrace 
 
Middle white Yorkshire 
 
Breeds for North East India 
 
Selection of breeding stock 
 
Important characteristics which need to be considered in developing a good sow herd are 

Size of litters 

Strength and vigour of litters 

Milking ability 

Temperament 

Gain and feed efficiency, fertility, selection of individual animals from a herd is more 

important than the selection of a particular breed. Each producer at the time of setting up 

his herd should purchase his animals from a reliable disease free herd and should obtain as 



much information of the animals as possible. Once the herd is established the selection of 

the gilts and boars for replacement in  the breeding herd should be based on the types and 

performance. 

SCHEME 

In case of commercial piggery units, the banks are expected to submit a project for availing 

the refinance. The scheme normally should include information on land, livestock markets, 

availability of water, feeds, veterinary aid, breeding facilities, marketing aspects, training 

facilities, experience of the farmer and the type of assistance available from State 

Government Regional Pig breeding centres. 

 

The scheme should also include information on the number of and types of animals to be 

purchased, their breeds, production performance, cost and other relevant input and output 

costs with their description. Based on this, the total cost of the project, margin money to be 

provided by the beneficiary, requirement of bank loan, estimated annual expenditure, 

income, profit and loss statement, repayment period, etc. can be worked out and included 

in the project cost. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact Agroguide for more details and consultancy services to establish a 

new / expansion of existing unit.  


